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Docket No. END-770 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicants : Mark A. Ritchart Customer Number: 000027777 

RECEIVED 

Serial No. : 09/894,356 Art Unit: 3736 CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

Filed June 28, 2001 Examiner: Jonathan Foreman NOV 0 1 2004 

For METHODS AND DEVICES FOR COLLECTION 

OF SOFT TISSUE 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the 
United Stales Patent And Trademarks Office. 




Date 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



FIRST SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sirs: 

This copy is supplemental to the Information Disclosure Statement mailed on June 28, 

2001 . 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.56 and in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§1.97-1.98, information 
relating to the above-identified application is hereby disclosed. Inclusion of information in this 
statement is not to be construed as an admission that this information is material as that term is 
defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b). 

Applicant(s) reserve(s) the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention 
over any of the information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this information may not be 
prior art, and/or to prove that this information may not be enabling for the teachings purportedly 
offered. 

This statement should not be construed as a representation that a search has been made, 
or that information more material to the examination of the present patent application does not 
exist. 
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03 In accordance with § 1 .97(b), since this Information Disclosure Statement is 
being filed either within three months of the filing date of the above-identified national 
application (other than a continued prosecution application under § 1.53(d)), within three months 
of the date of entry into the national stage of the above identified application as set forth in 
§1.491, or before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits of the above-identified 
application, or before the mailing date of a first Office Action after the filing of a request for 
continued examination under § 1 . 114, no additional fee is required. 

□ In accordance with §1.1 29(a), this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed in connection with □ the first or □second After Final Submission, therefore: 

□ Statement in Accordance with § 1 . 97(e) (attached); or 

□ Please charge Deposit Account No. 1 0-0750/ / the fee of 
$180.00 as set forth in § 1. 1 7(p). 

□ In accordance with § 1 .97(c), this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed after the period set forth in § 1. 97(b) above but before the mailing date of either a Final 
Action under S 1 . 1 1 3 or a Notice of Allowance under § 1 .3 1 1 , or an action that otherwise closes 
prosecution and that it is accompanied by one of: 

□ Statement in Accordance with § 1.97(e) (attached); or 

□ Please charge Deposit Account No. 1 0-075 0/END-770/GSG the fee of 
$180.00 as set forth in § 1 . 1 7(p) . 

□ In accordance with § 1 .97(d), this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed after the mailing date of either a Final Action under § 1 . 1 1 3 or a Notice of Allowance 
under § 1 .3 1 1 but before the payment of the Issue Fee. Applicants) hereby petition(s) for 
consideration of this Information Disclosure Statement. Included are: Statement in Accordance 
with § 1 .97(e) as set forth below and the fee of $180.00 as set forth in § 1 . 1 7(p). 

Kl No Copies of each of the references listed on the attached Form PTO- 1 449 are 
enclosed herewith, because these references were previously submitted or considered in the 
parent application Serial Number 09/420,339 (now US 6280398) to which this application 
claims priority. 

- 2 - 
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□ Copies of references listed on the attached Form PTO- 1 449 are enclosed 
herewith EXCEPT THAT: 

□ In view of the voluminous nature of references [list as appropriate], and 
the likelihood that these references are available to the Examiner, copies 
are not enclosed herewith. 

□ If any of the foregoing publications are not available to the Examiner, 
Applicant will endeavor to supply copies at the Examiner's request. 

□ There are no listed references which are not in the English language. 

□ The relevance of those listed references which are not in the English language is 
as follows: 

□ Attached are copies of search report(s) from corresponding patent applications), 
which are listed on the attached Submission Under MPEP 609 D. 

Copies of the references listed on the search report are included except for those 
previously cited in an JDS mailed 

□ Attached are the following non-published pending patent applications which 
may be deemed relevant, which are listed on the attached Submission Under MPEP 609 D. 

Please charge any deficiency or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 10- 
0750/END-770/GSG. This form is submitted in one original and two copies 



Respectfully submitted, 




Reg. No. 34,342 
Attorney for Applicants 

Johnson & Johnson 

One Johnson & Johnson Plaza 

New Brunswick, NJ 08933-7003 

(513) 337-3535 

DATED: November I. 2004 
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PTOSaOSA (08-00) 
Approved fcfuso through 1CW31/2002. OMB 0651-QO31 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Substitute for form 144SA/PTO 


Application Number 


09/894,356 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


Filing Date 


06/28/2001 


First Named inventor 


Mark A. Ritchart et al. 


STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(us* ai many theds as necessary) 

Sheet 1 of 3 


Group Art Unit 


3736 


Examiner Name 


J. Forman 


Attorney Docket Number 


END-770 



Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 

No.' 


U.S. Patent Document 

Kind Code' 
Number (if known) 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Crted Document 


Date of Publication 
of Cited Document 
mm— yyyy 


Pages, Columns. Lines, 
where relevant passages or 
relevant figures appear 






2.113.246 




Wappler 


04-1938 


ALL 






3,850,162 




Iglesias 


11-1974 


ALL 






4,325,374 




Kommiya 


04-1982 


ALL 






4,362.160 




Hiltebrandt 


12-1982 


ALL 






4,782,840 




Martin Jr. et at. 


11-1988 


ALL 






4,801,803 




Den en et al. 


01-1989 


ALL 






4,889.991 




Ramsey et al. 


12-1989 


ALL 






4,893,013 




Denen et al. 


1-1990 


ALL 






4.959,547 




Carroll el al. 


9-1990 


ALL 






5,014,708 




Hayashr et al. 


5-1991 


ALL 






5,036,201 




Carroll et al. 


7-1991 


ALL 






5,047,027 




RydeH 


9-1991 


ALL 






5,064,424 




Bitrolf 


11-1991 


ALL 






5,070.878 




Denen 


12-1991 


ALL 






5.111,828 




Kornberg et al. 


5-1992 


ALL 






5,119,818 




Carroll et al. 


6-1992 


ALL 






5,133,360 




Spears 


7-1992 


ALL 
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Cite 
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Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication 
of Cited Document 
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Pages. Columns, Lines, 
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passages or relevant 
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and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 



i. Draw line through citation if not in conformam:e 



1 Untque atation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U S. Patent Documents, a Enter Office that issued the document by the two-letter 
code (WIPO Standard ST.3) « Frx Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the palem document 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible, a Applicant rs to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time win vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U. S Patent and Trademark 
Office. Washington, DC 20231. 

DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THtS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 
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PTOSe/OBA (08-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OV30651-0D31 
U.S. Patenl and Trademark Otfee: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



(use ai many ihaets as necescvy) 

Sheet 2 of 3 



Examiner 
Initials 



U.S. Patent Document 



Kind Coder 
(If known) 



5,133.713 



5,148.040 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Application Number 


va«g uwid control number. 

09/894.356 


Filing Date 


06/28/2001 


First Named Inventor 


Mark A. Ritchart et aJ. 


Group Art Unit 


3736 


Examiner Name 


J. Forman 


Attorney Docket Number 


END-770 



Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 



Huang et aJ. 



Wise. Jr. et a I. 



Date of Publication 
of Cited Document 



7-1992 



9-1092 



Pages, Columns. Lines, 
wnere relevant passages or 
relevant figures appear 



5.151,596 



Denen 



5,159.925 



Neuwirth et at. 



5.170,055 



12-1992 



5.186.714 



Boudreaurt et al. 



5,201.731 



Hakky 



5.221,281 



Klicek 



5,246.005 



Carroll et al. 



5.282,800 



5.312,327 



5,334,327 



5,348,555 



Foshee et al. 



Phillips 



Wuchininch 



Zinnanti 



2-1 993 



9-1993 



5-1994 



8-1994 



Examiner 
InKials 



Foreign Patent Document 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



ALL 
ALL 



Office 3 Number 4 KindCode 8 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 



Dale of Publication 
of Cited Document 
mm-dd-yyyy 



Pages, Column*. Lines, 
where relevant 
passages or relevant 
figures appear 



ALL 



Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



r^ol'Sder'S i !nS f ^™n"7Sr'S^ h ^ her 2 TOt atati ? n " 10 conformanc ° MPEP 608. Draw line through citation if not in con forma ncT" 
ana riot considered, include copy of this form with next communication 1o applicant. 

l^XtS^^ IPS ct'^ nU «r mbCr - 2 See attached Kincte of U S Pat «^ Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
^fhlVi^- ^ d H ST 3) 4 r^? 8 "*" Patent « oc »™ ni *- indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede wrial 
™ Z ^ a ^ t I d ^ menr 5 Kmd °* document b * ,he appn^riate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST 16 t 
possible, o Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

^mm^Tn^™"* 7*1 15 eslimeted J» taka 2 0 to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 

Wn^TJ^n^C2^ST ^ rSqU 10 COmplBt ° thiS t0fm shouk3 be sen1 10 th * Chv( '"formation Officer. U. S. Patent and Tradema/K 
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PTG/SBjOSA (06-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651-O03: 
U.S. Pa^fU and Trademark Office: U S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Substitute for form 1443A/PTO 


a coPeclicn of information unless il displays a 
Application Number 


valid 0KB conlrol number. 

09/894.356 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


Filing Date 


06/28/2001 


First Named Inventor 


Mark A. Ritchart et a! 


STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(um as many sheets n nectttvy) 


Croup Art Unit 


3736 


Examiner Name 


J. Forman 


Sheet 3 of 3 


Attorney Docket Number 


END-770 



Examiner's 
Initials' 



Cite 
No, 1 



OTHER PRIOR ART - NOM PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



^ <* th « author (in CAPITOL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item 

(book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page's), volume-issue number's) 
publisher, city and/or country where published 



Techniques of Laproscopic Moroellalipn of t h e Spleen- M.J. Leorand et al. Minirnalry Inva sive Th erapy & Applied 
Technology 1996: vol. 5: 2:pp. 143-146, ry 



SurgicaJ Re^ect>on and Radiolocallzation of the Senttnef Lymph Node in breast cancer using a gamm a probe: Krao m al~ 
Surqrcal Oncology 1 993: 2; 335-340. — 61 ' — — 11 



Examiner 
I Signature 



Oeie 

Considered 



l^™^!^ * """T™ ST*'^;^' tether or not citation * in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw lire through citation tf not in 
conformance and not conadered. Inciude copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Unique citation designation number, i Applicant is to place a check mart here if English lanouage Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time wilt vary depending upon the needs of the individual ca^ 

DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents. Washington. DC 20231. 
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